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Obtaining God’s Wisdom - The Pursuit Begins
Introduction:
1. There is a correlation of our desire for wisdom and our motivation.  An old football coach use to  
 say, “Do you want it (win the game)?  Are you willing to pay the price?
2. We are suggesting that this chapter gives us the steps , the supplying and a couple of snares in  
 becoming wise.

 I. Steps of Wisdom (vs.1-5)  Note the conclusion of verse five.  How would you like to ”find the   
    knowledge of God” (I Cor.2:9, Eph. 3:9)?  How would you like to understand the “fear of the lord”  
    (Prov. 22:4, Prov. 1:3,4)?  If you want it, you must pay the price.
  A. Step One - ATTENTION - (v.1)  “if you will receive my words...”
  B. Step Two - MEMORIZATION - (v.2)  “If ye will hide my commandments within thee.” (Ps.  
      119:11, Ps. 119:121)
  C. Step Three - DISCRETION - (v.2)  “If thou will incline thine ear to wisdom...” (Ps. 89:47,  
      Eph. 5:16)
  D. Step Four - COMPASSION - (v.2)  “if thou apply thine heart to understanding...” (I Kings  
      4:29, II Cor. 6:111).
  E. Step Five - MOTIVATION - (v.3)  “If thou criest after knowledge...”
  F. Step Six - PETITION - (v.3)  “if you will lift up your voice for understanding...” (Eph. 1:11,  
      Matt. 7:7)
  G. Step Seven - COMPULSION - (v.4)  “...seek her as silver and search for her as hidden  
      treasures...” (Prov. 28:20, Prov. 17:21)
 II. Supplying the Wisdom of God (vs.6-11)
  A. Abundance of wisdom - God can give wisdom, knowledge and understanding... (v.6)
  B. Availability of wisdom of God (vs.7,8)  He has “laid up” sound wisdom for us.  Do you see  
      it?  It is on the shelf, getting excited?
  C. Arrival of wisdom (vs.9-11)  Note that if we ever get it, it will make an impact.  Our under 
      standing will change (v.9).  It will change our heart (emotions), our soul and we will have  
      discretion (vs.10,11).  Now you must be getting excited.
 III. Snares in Obtaining Wisdom (vs.9-19)
  A. Deliverance from evil men - note the characteristics.  Their words are divisive (v.12),   
      leave paths of uprightness, walk in darkness, rejoice and delight in wickedness.  Does  
      that not sound like the “path of terrorists” today?  How can anyone follow a path of   
      purposely being evil?
  B. Deliverance from the Prostitute - note the strength of our sexual drives in getting us into  
      trouble.  She flattereth us with words (are we not vulnerable?); she is leading us to death  
      and destruction.

Conclusion: (vs.20-22)
God sees a product that He is striving to produce in us.  One that is righteous, upright and perfect.  Get-
ting excited?


